Serum soluble L-selectin in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Determination of the serum level of soluble (s)L-selectin has been advocated for monitoring patient response to treatment in leukemia. The aim of the present study was to find out whether serum levels of sL-selectin correlated with treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) in children. Serum samples were obtained from 30 children with ALL, either newly diagnosed during induction therapy, in remission, in maintenance therapy, at the end of treatment or after relapse. Levels of sL-selectin were assayed in the serum of children during the clinical course of ALL using the sandwich enzyme-linked immunoabsorbent assay. Serum sL-selectin concentrations decreased significantly from diagnosis to the end of intensive chemotherapy in children with ALL and increased in the time of relapse. These results suggest that monitoring of sL-selectin may be useful for evaluating leukemia activity.